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EARLY START KINDERGARTEN FOR 
REFUGEE AND ASYLUM SEEKER CHILDREN 
Factsheet for the Early Childhood Sector 

From 2021, Early Start Kindergarten (ESK) will now be available for refugee and asylum seeker 
children who turn three before 30 April in the year they are enrolled to attend the program.  

ESK extension grants will also be available to all refugee and asylum seeker children in Year-
Before-School Kindergarten who are not eligible for the Kindergarten Fee Subsidy (KFS).  

WHICH CHILDREN ARE ELIGIBLE FOR THIS FUNDING?  
Eligibility requirements for ESK will align with KFS for refugee and asylum seeker children, noting 
that visas eligible for KFS are currently being updated in the Kindergarten Information Management 
(KIM) system.  

A child is eligible for ESK if the child holds or has a parent or guardian who holds one of the 
following:  

• Refugee visa (subclass 200) 
• In-country Special Humanitarian visa (subclass 201)  
• Global Special Humanitarian visa (subclass 202) 
• Emergency Rescue Visa (subclass 203)  
• Woman at Risk visa (subclass 204)   
• Humanitarian Stay visa (subclass 449) 
• Temporary Protection visa (subclass 785) 
• Temporary (Humanitarian Concern) visa (subclass 786) 
• Safe Haven Enterprise visa (subclass 790) 
• Protection visa (subclass 866) 
• Bridging visas for any of the above Refugee or Asylum Seeker visas 

If an exemption is required or there’s any uncertainty around eligible visas, please contact your local 
DET office. 

ESK continues to be available to children who are known to child protection, or Aboriginal and/or 
Torres Strait Islander. 

Eligible children should continue to enrol through ESK, including where Free Kindergarten or Three-
Year-Old kindergarten is being offered to ensure that children can access a 15 hour per week 
kindergarten program in all service settings, including long day care, and so service providers can 
continue to receive all funding entitlements.  

HOW CAN I SUPPORT A CHILD TO ACCESS EARLY START KINDERGARTEN?  
Professionals working with families can refer all eligible ESK enrolments by confirming children’s 
eligibility directly with the relevant early childhood service provider. Parents can also notify early 
childhood services about their eligibility. 
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Services can support access for children from refugee and asylum seeker backgrounds by using 
telephone interpreting services to help culturally and linguistically diverse families understand more 
about ESK or kindergarten. Telephone interpreting services can be accessed by phoning VITS 
Language Loop on (03) 9280 1955 or emailing bookings@languageloop.com.au. 
Further information on free telephone, video and on site interpreters available for eligible early 
childhood services can be found on the DET website, including a tip sheet developed by Foundation 
House for working effectively with interpreters to support refugee-background families. 

HOW DO SERVICES APPLY FOR THE FUNDING? 
Early childhood services will be able to apply for ESK funding for refugee and asylum seeker 
children when Release 2 of the KIM system goes live. This is anticipated to occur in mid-March 
2021. Services can continue to apply for all other ESK funding through KIM in the meantime. 
The Department does not require proof of visa when a service applies for ESK for refugee and 
asylum seeker children, however the service provider may choose to ask for proof of visa for their 
own records.  
It is important to note that the processes for establishing ESK eligibility for children known to Child 
Protection, or Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander children remain as is currently advised.  For 
these children, seeking evidentiary proof can act as an additional barrier, and it is recommended 
that eligibility be established directly with parents or through referring professionals, such as MCH 
nurses, or Family Services Workers. 

WHERE CAN I GET MORE INFORMATION? 
For further information, please contact your regional DET office or search for Early Start 
Kindergarten at www.education.vic.gov.au  
New and updated print materials promoting ESK to refugee and asylum seeker families will shortly 
be available here for order free of charge. This includes expanding the number of translated 
brochures available.  


